4/08/2010
JERSEY HUMAN RIGHTS GROUP
Report on matters arising at the States sitting on the 19th  to 21st July 2010 
Hello Everybody.

This is the second of my reports providing a resume of Human Rights issues arising at States sittings.
After a quick online chat with our webmaster this will be sent to him in a different format and we trust that on this occasion some of my formatting will be better for you.
The States managed to get through the whole of the sitting on the first day without Human Rights being mentioned once, so I ask you to click on   http://www.statesassembly.gov.je/frame.asp look across the top then click on Hansard and then 20th July 2010. If you click on 3. in the blue bit at the top, you will come to a debate on an Amendment to the Income Tax Regulations. 
(Read the debate if you must!)
But for group members the important part comes when Deputy Hill asks the Assistant Minister exactly why the proposed amendment is Human Rights compliant. His question comes at 3.1.1. The response from the Minister/s shows the intended attitude of the Council of Ministers to deputy Hills’ Proposition P84 which will be debated the following day.

(P84 and P84 com. are featured on our own website so there is no need for me to link you to them.)
The very next item in the Chambers deliberations of the 20th came with a debate on ‘Draft Unlawful Public Entertainment Regulations’. 

Deputy Tadier felt that these regulations would impinge on the ‘Article 11 right to peaceful assembly’.

On this occasion I feel that it right to ask you all to read the entire debate because a piece of law that has gone through ‘on the nod’ once every three years has very definite Human Rights connotations, including the powers of the Bailiff. 

A subject for discussion at our next meeting I am sure.

The debate may be found at 4.1. in Hansard. (Please note the continuation after the lunch break.)

This day’s session came to a conclusion with no further mention of Human Rights

May I ask you all to now open Hansard on the 21st July 2010.

The most important debate of the session is held on this day, it is of course, P84. 
Please click on 3. I invite you to read the entire debate. 
At this point I would ask members of the group, who have time, to please attend in the Public Gallery and offer support for a Deputy proposing a Human Rights issue.  I imagine that glancing up to the gallery and finding just one of us there in support must be more than a little dispiriting!!!!
Please also note the voting pattern at the end of the debate; I invite you to draw your own conclusions!

We come, almost, to the end of the last day of the summer session of the States with the exception of a debate initialised by Deputy Higgins. It concerned the perceived ‘VAT rip off ‘by a few retailers. Some members felt that the Council of Ministers were more than anxious to invoke Human Rights when it suited their objectives!!!  Relevant part of the debate starts at 4.1
My kindest regards to you all,
John Hurst
